
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



28 



On the Improvement of Prison Discipline. [July. 



For the Belfast MonMy Magazine. 

TheJoUnwing Prospectus has been pub- 
lished by a Society in London, and 
a subscription entered into to pro- 
mote the benevolent purpose. 

SOCIETY IN LONDON FOR THE DIFFU- 
SION OF KNOWLEDGE, RESPECTING 
THE PUNISHMENT OF DEATH, AND 
THE IMPROVEMENT OF PRISON DIS- 
CIPLINE. 

./ 1 ''-HUE it is, that we have found 
JL by wolul experience, that it 
is not frequent punishment that 
tloth prevent lilie offences ; those 
offences are often committed that 
are often punished : tor the fre- 
quency of the punishment makes it 
i^o familiar that it is not feared. For 
example, what a lamentable case it 
is, to see so many christian men and 
women strangled on that cursed tree 
of the gallows, insomuch as if in a 
large field a man might see together 
all the Christians, that but in one 
year, throughout England, come to 
that untimely and ignominious death, 
if tliere were any spark of grace or 
charity in him, it would make his 
Jieart to bleed for pity and com- 
passion. 

"But the consideration of this pre- 
venting justice were worthy of tiie 
wisdom of parliament, and in the 
itiean time expert and wise men It) 
make preparation for the same, as 
the text sailh, ut benedicat eis dnminus. 
IJlessed shall he be that layeth the 
first stone of the building, more blessed 
that proceeds in it, most of all that 
tinisheth it, to the glory of God, antl 
the honour of our king and nation." 

Such were the sentiments expressed 
two centuries ago by Sir Edward 
Coke. 

in a pamphlet published by \\ ilHatn 
Bradford, one of the jvlges of the 
supreme court of Pennsvlvaivia, it 
appears, that the opinions ot intelligent 
men of former times, have, in our 
time, been safely adopted. The im- 
mediate cause of this advancement of 
kind feeling is explained by him in 
the following extract. 

'< The distresses of the prisoners, 
and the disorders in the prisons of 
Philadelphia had long engaged the 
sympathetic attention of the inhabitants. 
Uccasioual relief wa? often afforded; 



but the magnitude of the sufferings 
and disorders at length induced the 
attempt of forming a society under 
the title of the Pliiladetfhio Society 
for alleviating the miseries of public 
prisons. It soon became large and 
respectable, and from subscriptions and 
donations, early possessed funds equal 
to its object." 

Most of themembersof this society 
lived to see their exertions blessed by 
the abolition of capital punishment 
in Pennsylvania, for all crimes except 
murder, and by the establishment of 
a system of prison di>;cipline which 
has reclaimed, and is reclaiming, 
thousands of our misguided fellow 
creatures. 

A society has lately been formed in 
London "for the diffusion of knowledge 
respecting the punishment of death, 
and the improvement qf prison disci' 
pline." 

This society has submitted to public 
consideration one volume containing 
the opinions of diR'erent authors upon 
the punishment of death : there is an 
additional volume in the press ; witii 
a third volume oo prisons. Tlie cir- 
culation of knowledge upon these.sub- 
jects greatly depends on the funds 
of the society These funds, hitherto 
raised by contributions from each 
member, are necessarily inadequate 
to the importance of the object: out, 
confident that {^ood must result from 
inquiry, the society hope for the 
sympathy and assistance of the benevo- 
lent, of all " Viio desire not the death of 
a sinner, but rather that he sliaUturn 
from bis wickedness and live." 

In London and Middlesex, between the 
first <f January 1 749, and the thirty' 
first of December 1800, one thousand 
seven hundred and twenty four per- 
sons suffered death. 
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Otf^es executfdfor in half A certlury. 

Murdel: . . . . 131 

Shooting at persons . . 5 

Rape .... 4 

llnn^tilrai crtme . . i 

Burglary and hoyse-breaking 332 

Higli-way robtery . . 420 

Shop--lifting, &c. . . , 479 

UoVsesteating ... 39 

baling in dwelling-fabu^s 5 

Steal mg letters ... 9 

I'Mrauding creditors . . 3 

Robbery on the Thames 8 

Piracy .... 10 

Foigeiy .... 134 

Coming . , . . 57 
Pertonating to obtain prize 

money .... 11 

Rioting .... 26 

lleturning Ucita transpoitjition 40 



Total 1724 
The work alluded to, as being al- 
ready published by the society, is 
entitled, ''The opinions of different 
authors upon the punit|)ment Of death, 
selected by Basil Montagu, esq. of 
yip'coln's Inn. ?nd contains observa- 
tions on iihis subject, lron> the pens 
^Doctor Jdhnsoi>, Sir W. Blackstone, 
^arquis of Beccaria, S)r I'liQinas 
Moore, Lord fiacon. P. Coli^uhoun, 
iXuD. Pastpret Montesquieu. Pr. 
IVanUin, Bentham, tiewatd, Bradford, 
Turner and others. It does not ad. 
duce evidence or reabonmg only on 
dfie side, but "brings forward opposite 
opinions to eJi'cite inquiry, ajiid obtain 
infotination tjpoft this impotjant sub- 
ject. 

Any original cOfiimuofcations or 
^reuccs Bpca tbis subject Yi^ Im 



thankfully received, dnected to Joseph 
Lancaster, Borough road, London. 

To tke Propuetors oftlte lielfmt Magaitne, 

H>EMRY AND JVIIA, A TALE FROM REA^ 
LM?E. 
GENTLEMEN, 

1AM one of your constant readen, 
who have been tor bome time very 
much surprized that you seldom or 
never introduce the subject of ,love 
into your Magazine, tbeieiore I am 
about to give you a little story which 
you are welcome to insert, if you like 
u. it is not sentimental, nor in the 
usual style and costume of novels; in 
this respect it ditiers from them, that it 
may be called real life. 

IJenry and Julia were inhabitants 
of the same village ; Henry spent the 
early part of bis yoiith at School, 
alter which he came home for a few 
days to see his parents, and Julia 
made such good use of het time, that 
she tell in love with him before he 
went apprentice, which was \n less 
than a toitnigbt: /or seven long years 
was he bound, and only came to se6 
his friends twice during that time. 
Julia discovered new graces in his face 
and person, and deportment every 
time, but could not be -sure whether 
be loved her or not. At length he 
settled at home, and established a 
diandler's i>hop. In the morning 
Henry was busy melting tallpw, in 
the day he had a tliousand things 
to do, and when stiil evening came 
on he was forced to stand behind 
the counter, selling candle after candle. 
■•Ah!" thought Julia, '< howuuhkea 
lover is this > he might at least come 
see lite in the evenings, or walk ont 
by moonliglit, but there he stand* 
receiving that aboroinitble monpy, and 
snufSng up rhat odious smell i his in- 
tellect will be stqpitied, and his tender 
passions deadened." lo (ruth Henry 
was ail this time looking forward to 
the time when bis halfpence VcOvtld 
amount to shillings, iiis shiiliiigs t* 
pounds, and bis pounds to hundred 
poinds, in ordei that he miglrtinarn- 
tarn a fjinily, and indeed he thought 
of no otliei- help-mate but Julia. "Aht 
if Julia knew this, and she shall kno«r 
it ill time." If Henry 4iad sold any 
|;)nDg 'but candles, .fulia 'inight have 



